Engaging with Your Child’s Learning

Education is a three way partnership between our students, our parents and our school.
For a student to realise the potential of their entire God given natural talents and abilities, each partner must be fully committed. That commitment requires all three stakeholders to be equally valued and respected.

If you are actively and consistently engaged in your child’s learning, you can add the equivalent of two to three years of education over the course of your child’s school career.

Students need to be engaged in what they are learning rather than just be passive receivers of knowledge. Learners who are active and committed to their learning will adopt ownership and responsibility for their learning, developing intrinsic motivation and independence.


Parents need to be engaged also, educating their children with the help of our professional teachers. As your child’s first teacher, you have the power to encourage your child’s innate passion to learn.

75% to 85% of a child’s waking hours are spent outside the influence of school. Your engagement in the educational development of your child improves attainment more than any other single factor.

In his review of the factor’s contributing to student achievement, John Hattie concludes that “parents can have a major effect in terms of the encouragement and expectations that they transmit to their children.”

Parent engagement works largely through the setting of high aspirations and the shaping of a young learner’s self- concept. It is what parents do at home that has the greatest impact on student achievement.
	How to Play Your Part and Fill your Family Life with Learning

A 6 Factor Framework
1. Expectations- set high and consistent standards for your children
2. Routines- promote health, well-being and regular study.
3. Learning opportunities- provide a home learning environment that stimulates learning.
4. Support- show interest, give specific praise and teach social and learning skills.
5. [bookmark: _GoBack]Culture- establish a warm, cooperative, positive environment.
6. Being a role model- show that you too are a successful learner.

Using the 6 Factor Framework parents could:
1. Expectations
· Be clear about their high- expectations
· Look ahead and help their child set goals
· Make clear their belief that all children can get smarter and learn more effectively through effort and positive thinking
· Show affection and warmth while at the same time maintaining consistent boundaries of expected behaviour
2. Routines
· Set clear routines for the time before and after school and for weekends and encourage your child to be involved in a reasonable amount of regular extra curricula activity
· Use mealtimes as an opportunity to talk
· Set aside time to read with their child and to look at their school and home learning
· Create space for their child to tell them when he/she is under stress or worried
3. Opportunity to Learn
· Ensure their home has lots of games, puzzles and books
· Make sure that their child has a quiet place to study
· Find things to learn together on a regular basis, ideally with parents sometimes creating special one to one time with each child
· Use everyday activities, cooking, gardening, making things, reading the newspaper to do things together and get to know one another more
4. Support
· Celebrate effort and hard work whenever possible
· Tune into the way their child learns, providing hands on experiences where possible and also opportunities to reflect
· Teach their child to practise- setting aside time, setting goals, repeating the hard bits, watching experts etc.
· Make it clear that learning involves making mistakes and requires effort
5. Culture
· Encourage their child’s questioning!
· Notice what their child loves doing and be on the lookout for their emerging passions
· Talk about times when they are finding something difficult and what they are doing to cope
6. Role modelling
· Talk about their own learning, successes, frustrations, times they have had to persist at something
· Take the opportunity to share their passions and show how they make time to do things that matter to them
· Talk about people they admire
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